THE PRESENT SITUATION

to raise them ups that you want to make them all
free and happy. It is not that, but you have got some
idea that your nation is different from another nation
and that these people are outsiders and that you
ought to be ruling in their place. What you want
is not freedom for your countrymen, but you want
to replace the rule of others by yours. If you go in
that spirit, what will happen when a time of trial
comes? Will you have courage? Will you face it?
You see that is merely an intellectual conviction that
you have, that is merely a reason which your outer
mind suggests to you. Well, when it comes to be put
to the test, what will your mind say to you? What will
your intellect say to you? It will tell you, "It is all very
well to work for the country, but, in the meanwhile,
I am going to die, or at least to be given a great deal
of trouble, and when the fruit is reaped, I shall not be
there to enjoy it. How can I bear all this suffering for
a dream?" You have this house of yours, you have
this property, you have so many things which
will be attacked, and so you say, " That is not
the way for me." If you have not the divine strength
of faith and unselfishness, you will not be able to escape
from other attachments, you will not like to bear
affliction simply for the sake of a change by which you
will-not profit. How can courage come from such a
source? But when you have a higher idea, when you
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